
 

The Biggest Success Secret of 

All Time-  
 
I want to talk with you about what is 
perhaps the greatest success common-

ality and the greatest success charac-

teristic that spans all eras. You will 
find it heavily riddled through Napo-
leon Hill's work going all the way 
back to the 1930's and before. You 
will find it in today's playoff leaders 
and I am convinced we will find it in 
the next century's best golfers.  
 
Who succeeds best in golf? The per-
son who does it the same way 
whether it's immediately after having 
won a major championship or having 
lost a major championship due to a 
controversial ruling - the person who's 
performance doesn't deviate.  
It's an ability to recover from adver-
sity so rapidly that the observer does-
n't notice the recovery. You'll find that 
in all of the training in the Napoleon 
Hill books. You'll find that in just 
about anybody's book you want to 
open up, about any texts, any material, 
about being successful you're going to 
find a discussion of the necessity to 
overcome adversity.  
 
Why?  
 
Because everybody fails on their way 
to success. It happens. Try to find a 
highly successful person who hasn't 
actually had more failures than 
they've had successes. Try and find 

It’s playoff time! If you can’t get 
excited about September, check and be 
sure you can still fog a mirror. 
September has always been my favorite 
month for golf. It helps that I’ve always 
played my best during September. Sep-
tember is when all the work you put in 
over the summer finally comes together 
for some great rounds.  
 

Playoff Success Favors The 

Bold-  Too many people attribute high
-performing golfers’ successes and 
achievements to the wrong sources.  
Only a small percent of PGA Tour 
Members success is tied to inheritance.  
There are far more “made from 
scratch” tour winners than those born 
into the Lucky Gene Club.  Most of 
whom practice a new swing position, 
stumble, fail, re-start, risk, invest in 

instruction and work very hard to cre-
ate the velocity that ultimately propels 
them to their very visible and, by many, 
envied ‘lifestyles of the PGA Tour 
elite.’  Take Charlie Hoffman for exam-
ple. Winning in week #2 of the play-
offs. The bold long hair, green pants 
and WM logo.  The same guy who once 
missed 15 straight cuts on the Nation-
wide Tour - having to borrow $2,000 to 
continue playing a few more weeks. 
When someone is “in the right place at 
the right time” it’s usually the result of 
having been in the wrong place at the 
wrong time a lot!  The real causes of 
most success on the golf course are 
bold thinking, bold ideas, and bold ac-
tion.  Three things available to anyone. 
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Quotes of The Month: 

These greens are so 
fast I have to hold my 
putter over the ball 
and hit it with the 
shadow.  

~ Sam Snead 

 
I was three over. One 
over a house, one 
over a patio, and one 
over a swimming 
pool. 

~ George Brett 
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I get the “but I 
don’t know what 
to do first” and 
“I’m just 
overwhelmed” 
whining a lot. 

one. You won't. 
 
Congratulations to Dustin Johnson on 
winning week #3 of the playoffs after 
overcoming the crisis at Whistling 
Straights. 
 

Better Golf Instruction- 
 
Back To School: 
 
8:05AM. http://tinyurl.com/34fumc8 
Orientation Class is now in session.  
 

What To Do On Your First Day 

Back To School:  

Some people claim their paralysis is 
MY fault. I get the “but I don’t know 
what to do first” and “I’m just over-
whelmed” whining a lot. As if there 
was some neat, orderly, 1-2-3, follow 
the footprints on the floor path to the 
PGA Tour. Nuts. Success is a mess; 
simultaneous not sequential and mas-
sive action; starting many practice rou-
tines and having some pan out, egg on 
face and bloodied nose, fumbling in the 
dark; motion not meditation. There is 
no straight line in the opposite direction 
to quickly connect two points. The line 
zigs and zags and you can’t zig or zag 
if you’re standing still. Most days I 
don’t know where to start. I just start by 
doing something. Hit a few wedges, 
work my way into bigger swings, dis-
cover what the ball flight is doing that 
day, work on the usual drills, correct 
the ball flight errors, make a mess and 
then paste everything together. Sure, 
organized effort is better than chaos, 
but any    effort is better than no effort. 
You can over-think things. In golf it is 
the biggest sin: over-thinking the swing 
instead of just swinging.  
 
9:05AM. http://tinyurl.com/34fumc8 
Statistics Class is now in session.  

Quiz Question for the end of today’s 
class. What do you know now (about 
your golf game) that you didn’t know 
when you started out this morning? 
Erase 2.5 Strokes Per Round: 

Quite possibly the easiest way to de-
crease your scoring average by 2.5 
strokes per round!  Recent studies at 
PGA Tour Superstore World Amateur 
Handicap Championship found that 
53% of all putts were from six feet or 
less.  What putts do you want to prac-
tice?  Think about this.  If you are a 
typical golfer, you take 33 putts per 
round.  That means that 17.5 of them 
are inside 6 feet.  As an average 
player you typically make 60% of all 
your putts inside 6 feet.  That means 
that you make 10.5 putts per round 
and miss 7 putts per round inside 6 
feet.  If we increased your percent 
made to 75% you would make 13 
putts per round and miss only 4.5 
putts per round.  That alone would 
decrease your score by 2.5 strokes per 
round! Here are some tricks to help 
you make more putts inside of 6 feet. 
 
Set up with a posture position that 
allows your eyes to be over the ball.  
This is a variable. Some players have 
more… to get the rest of this article 
along with the alignment and putter 
face rotation secret just be one of the 
first 19 responders with $2 S&H and 
I’ll send you the hard copy of the arti-
cle and exhibits.  Why only 19? 
Because my bozo printer goofed up 
and made an extra 19 copies of the 
Exhibit page. What else was I going 
to do with those copies? 
 
10:05AM. tinyurl.com/34fumc8 

Recess 
 
11:05AM. tinyurl.com/34fumc8 

History Class is now in session 
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I was driving I-69; quite possibly 
Michigan’s most desolate highway, 
on Sat. morning of 9-11.  All of the 
sudden time seemed to stand still, no 
other cars were around but a few 
miles ahead. Everything became 
quiet. Speeding down the highway at 
75 mph suddenly felt like we were 
not moving.  I looked at the clock. 
The time was 9:11, the radio played a 
song along with background re-
cordings from the events that un-
folded 9 years ago. Never forget.  
 

12:05PM. tinyurl.com/34fumc8 

Lunchtime and Recess. Maybe today 
that pretty girl from Science class 
will sit next to me and share her fruit 
roll up. 
 

1:35PM. http://tinyurl.com/34fumc8 
“That’s for me” Implementation 
Class is now in session. 
Afternoon session is reserved for 
Golf Improvement Members Only. 
Upgrade to the Silver Golf Improve-
ment Membership for less than a 
Happy Meal & McFlurry and enjoy 
the member benefits plus $32 savings 
per hour of private coaching.  
 

Rules Question of the Month: 
In a handicap competition, if a player 
starts a round having declared a lower 
handicap, he shall be disqualified.  
True or False. 
Answer on to the right.  
 
Check out the rules quizzes at http://
www.usga.org/RulesQuiz/
rules_quizzes.html 
 

Many Thanks to all those who 

passed referrals this month:  David 
Korte, Nawara Brothers, Ann Busby 
and my friends at Google and Group 
Golfer. 

Birthday Winner 
This months birthday win-
ner is Gerry Colby. Gerry 
wins a free coaching ses-
sion. Have an Oct. birth-
day? Please submit the day 
and month to 
info@grandrapidsgolflesso
n.com for contest eligibility.  
 

Scott’s B-Day Send 
Personalized Handwritten 
B-Day cards to me on Oct. 
5th for less than $1 in un-
der 60 seconds. Go to 
www.sendoutcards.com/
pgatour and click on “Click 
here to send a card” and I 
will buy your first card and 
pay for the postage! Follow 
Kode Bateman’s audio in-
structions.   
 
 

Rules Quiz Answer–  
False 

1,000th Client Contest:  
Congratulations to Roger Erbaugh of 
Erbaugh and Vanhoose Dental for 
winning the 1,000th client contest 
AND THE $1,000 PRIZE!! And a 
special thanks to all the folks listed 
below who sent referrals during the 
1,000th  client contest. Each of you 
will receive notice of your reward 
shortly.   
 
Susan Roberts, Dave Koch, Eric 
Delong, David Hales, Karl Huffman, 
Chad Rayborn, Tom Lovell, Bob 
Glupker, Darlene Cress, Doug Van-
dermeer, Kevin Vachon, Kris Ander-
son, Amanda Brand, Todd Smith, 
Linda Vogl, David Wattles, Kurt 
Kimball, Kurt Vandenbosch, Chris 
Nadeau, Mike Palasek, Phyllis 
Hagerty, Ann Busby, Eileen Haas, 
David Westphal, Keith Dierking, Deb 
White, Roger Perkins, Cassidy 
Bisher, Joe St. Martin, Tom Ziemer 
and David Korte. 
 
Schedule update  
 
2011 Golf Improvement Member-

ship Launch: 

9:01 AM Oct. 1st.  Call 616.802.4969 
to be one of only 14 to receive special 
pricing on 2011 Junior golf improve-
ment memberships. 
 
Winter Coaching- 

Champions Gate Indoor Golf will 
once again be hosting my clients for 
indoor golf training. Expected to 
open around the first week of No-
vember.  
 
Your Partner In Golf Success, 
Scott Seifferlein 
PGA Golf Guru 
616.802.4969 
www.grandrapidsgolflesson.com 


