
 

 

320 Reasons Why You Should NOT Gamble 

With Gangsters On The Golf Course 
 

And 320 reasons why you should get a golf improvement 

membership from Machine Gun Seifferlein 
 

As I mentioned in a recent newsletter, there would be an “experience” auction item story. It 

began on a February night at Parkwood Presbyterian Church in Jenison.  Our neighbors invited 

us to attend their church auction. We went to support them and to donate a prize for the auction 

but really had no intention of bidding on any of the items.  
 

The bidding started on a few commodity items. I tried to hide my yawns as my mind drifted to 

things that I had to catch up on over the weekend. And then it happened. They brought out some 

“experience” items. The mood changed. Electricity was in the air. The bidding started to 

increase.  
 

I just had to get involved. 
 

What could I bid on? And there it was, in bold print. LEARN HOW TO OPERATE AND 

SHOOT AN M1A1 .45 CALIBER THOMPSON SUB-MACHINE GUN. This was what I was 

looking for. Not because I am a gun aficionado. Not because I am a hunter. Actually the total 

opposite. I have never shot a gun in my life.  
 

It was the perfect story line. SUBURBANITE SHOOTS GUN FOR FIRST TIME. Not only 

that but why start small. Might as well go right to a machine gun.  Besides, my golf lesson was up 

for auction a few minutes later and I figured if I won the Tommy Gun shoot, I could raise the 

bidding for my item by sheer intimidation. 

 
So as you can see, I WON the auction.  
 

320 Rounds with an M1A1 Thompson Sub-Machine Gun.   
 

I scheduled the shooting for May 3rd. A friend from up north was coming to town for a health 

department conference (on terrorism of all things). He comes from “dem” parts where “dey” get 

dribble down “der” chins when “dey” see guns. So I knew he would get a laugh or two out of my 

shooting incompetence. Plus I needed some emotional support. 

 



 

 

Cut to the warm afternoon before the 6:30pm shooting: 

� 1:00pm - lesson with a new client and mind wandering off to the “Scarface” finale 

� 2:30pm - cold sweats 

� 4:00pm - pitiful mewling sounds 

� 5:30pm - Crap. I’m in over my head. 

 

I’ll take bets that I was more nervous than any of you will ever be on the golf course. Maybe it 

has to do with my adverse reaction to loud noises, lack of desire to kill things and blow stuff up. 

Whatever the case, as we were driving to the South Kent Sportsman’s Club, I was searching for 

one of those brown paper bags.  
 

MAGAZINES?? 
 

I live a mile or so from the West Walker Sportsman’s Club. We can hear a lot of shooting going 

on there, so I expected a busy place. Which didn’t help my confidence. Nothing like a bunch of 

gun experts laughing at you in your golf slacks trying to load a magazine. (which by the way; I 

got an e-mail from my shooting instructor Jeff Brooks and he said he would be providing the 

magazines. I thought “interesting, I didn’t know we would be shooting long enough to need a 

bathroom break”)  

 

Upon arrival I took careful notice that we were the only ones there. Hoo hah! And we had our 

own private shooting station. Large banks of sand protected us from view of anyone else who 

may come out to shoot.  Instructor Jeff gave us a garbage bag full of tin can targets and told us to 

go down range. I had flashbacks to the movie “The Jackyl” where the Bruce Willis character asks 

the Jack Black character to run down range and hold up a pack of cigarettes. My friend was 

setting up the targets with his back to our instructor. I choose to set them up with one eye back at 

the shooting hut. I figured I didn’t have to be faster than the machine gun, I just had to get a head 

start on the only other person setting up the targets with me.    

 

Safely back at the shooting area, Jeff began to explain the history of the gun, how to load the 

magazine, how to set it for single fire vs. automatic, how to NOT shoot your foot off, and how to 

sight the targets. His detailed overview was way over my head, but the in-depth instruction was 

great and a bit comforting for a Tommy Gun Virgin.   

 

Jeff Brooks my “sharp shooter” trainer 

 

Instructor Jeff did not know I had 32 years of experience NEVER holding a gun. Hence the funny 



 

 

look I made 30 seconds into the video when he said “It also fires from an open bolt, which you 

may not be used to.” I waited til’ after the session before letting him know. In fear that he would 

walk off upon discovering that I was not a serious gun totin’ gangsta. 
 

My friend from the great big north was just as excited as I was. A long time hunter, he has shot 

many guns, but for one reason or another, he’d never used a machine gun. He managed to avoid 

laughing at my awkwardness with the gun. He took some great video and shot a few rounds 

himself. 
 

It turns out the most challenging part of shooting a Tommy Gun is holding it up. The thing 

weighs a whopping 11 pounds. I almost dropped it when instructor Jeff placed it in my hands. 

Then to get the full effect he had me load the mag and go through the process of selecting the 

single shot option to start. Then flip the safety over to firing mode. I nervously raised the gun, 

received final firing instructions (which included “this is not an accurate gun”) and… 
 

Fired 
 

Wow! Here’s the interesting thing. I thought I’d have to spend some time calming myself down 

or handing the Thompson to my friend to shoot, but the kick was so gentle I could have placed 

the gun on my chin and fired it off. The high-tech ear protectors kept the noise of the gun to the 

level of our voices. It was no more fearful than riding shotgun with my BRIDE at the wheel. 
 

 
Look! Out on the range. Is it Al Capone? Bugs Moran? Pretty Boy 

Floyd? Baby Face Nelson?  No, it’s Machine Gun Seifferlein. 



 

 

It was somehow a bit serene. Calm. Not boring, but totally alive. Fun. Every nerve firing but in 

control. Heart beating, but no more than it does when making a 6 footer on the last hole. And it 

went fast. After a few single shots, instructor Jeff let me open fire. I emptied a mag in about 4 

seconds.  Then another and another. I decimated the target area (well, actually all around the 

target area, the actual targets were relatively safe) with several hundred dollars of hot lead in few 

short minutes. And then it was over. I was left wanting more. See the video here:   

Short Version: www.http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PhxZxDp9A2w  

Long Version: www.http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRdPIW8-yXs  

Full Length Version: 

www.youhavetomuchtimeonyourhandsIwouldneverpublishthefullversion.com  

 

After all the ammunition was gone, instructor Jeff asked us to clean up the target area. This time 

I kept my back to him and admired the damage I had caused. The holes in the tin cans had to be 

seen to be appreciated. We weren’t shooting off candy. These were some good size slugs.  

  

The ride home and ensuing video editing was full of laughs at my expense. My wife and multiple 

friends have taken full advantage of a rare opportunity to make fun of me ☺ and I was happy to 

be everyone’s joke of the day. 

 

GET YOUR 320!! 
 

I Shot off 320 rounds and now you can get 320 swings over the course of multiple 

rounds at The Highlands Golf Club. FREE with the following special offer. 
 

As my special offer to you, I am giving you 320 Swings* at The Highlands Golf Club with your 

investment in the Gold or higher level Golf Improvement Membership. Find out if you are as 

sharp a shooter with your golf game as I am with a Thompson.  
 

See the attached offer sheet to enroll and receive your 320 swings!  

Or Call 616.802.4969 and ask for Scott. 

*320 swings or 3 rounds of golf at The Highlands Golf Club, whichever comes first. Not to be 

combined with other offers. 
 
Your Partner In Golf Success, 
  
Scott Seifferlein 
PGA Golf Guru 
616-802-4969 
www.grandrapidsgolflesson.com 
www.highlandsgr.com 
www.sendoutcards.com/pgatour 
www.facebook.com/sseifferlein 
http://twitter.com/seifferlein 
www.youtube.com/sseifferlein 
www.seifpro.wordpress.com 
http://www.linkedin.com/in/seifferlein 
For Business Owners: http://www.briantracy.com/files/bgs/grandrapids.html 

"Stop Slicing Five Swings Guaranteed!" 


